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A freewheeling talk
with Lady Sonia

Shaw who specialises
on Oman as a tourist
destination

By Viju James

ADY Sonia Shaw Bved in Oman

in the esighties when the entire

country was working (0 create
ihe Dasic infrastructure of the siate
Sha mat her husband in Oman and laft
the country to marry and seftle down in
Britain. Oman left an enduring mark an
Mor mind and besides falling i love
with hest husband she also fell in love
with the country. A few years inter, she
worked on hei love lor Oman and sel
P a business 1o brng tourists from
Britain W0 Oman, During the cumont
tourist season, Lady Shaw sent 180
top-ol-the-range toursis to the
Suttanate

Lagy Shaw has just retumad from
har second visit 1o Khasab. *| couldn’t
she says spoak.

recognise tha place,”
ng of afl the chang
glace in and around Khasab since her
ast The Golden Tulp provides
whunning views and in har opinkn is an
deal gt aw
# was full of hobdayma
wookend," sho says Kh
changed quite & bit since
thera first. The makeover at the muse-
um, tho tacibtes for cruising and the
nereased ACCOMMOOs that
#he can send her ci thore with
confidence

Lady Shaw has also made a tarmd-
arisabion visil 1o Sho is
pleased with the Crowns
Plaza and the golt
naaring completion
pristing. unspoill and b
“sho adds. Whilo at
troduced 1o an Omand

o axper
place. “They will take them
desart. visd thoir farm, chat with tham,
waich tha milling of camais and enjoy
ances that
it anywhar else

Oman and spe

1 want 10 profm
cialise on Oman” says Lady Shaw
The Shaw Travel Company's tours i

Oman are tallon-made for o very spe-
¢ group ol customers. In har
Expariance, sha
PS5, "I you wan! to do some-
penr in |
because il 's in
can " for you
have made requests for
sarvices and little touches
ike arranging a chi Birthday
party while on holday in Muscat

As she sxplaing she has divided the
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Oman destination “mnto three — the
northem peningula, Muscal, Nizwa and
the Sharglyah region and Dholar, What
sho recomménds to hed customen is
what she has sxperenced frst hand
She provioes them with all the nputs
thal will make for a complote experi-
ence withoul the wvisitors having 1o
thumb through the Yellow Pages for a
restauran! serving local food or an
Omani gift shop. Her clents recenve a
is! of restaurants, souvenir shops and
ofher advice essoniial in o new anv
ronmant gifferant from their own

Lady Shaw has done a falr amount
o marketing of Oman as A dastination
She has pointed out the place on fhe
map o those who confuse the pace
with fha capital of the Kingdom of
Jordan and cleared parceptions about
the whole of the Middia East being an
ared 10 by avoided, She axplaing that

place and come fully armed with ques-
tions on what they can expect on a hol
iday in Oman, Those who are recep-
tive tall for tha charm of going 1o an
urspoilt destination that ks totally differ
ent, She also mentions customens who
have read about the Al Bustan Palace
Hotel or are lamillar with The Chedi
chain of hotels. “These holals have
done thoir bit ol marketing and this
makes i sasier 10 sall the place.” She
ndvises her clonts to go anywhers
olsa for activities ke shopping or
horse racing bt o come to Oman for
the authanbic axperence of Arabia
“Thers has been & marked difer
onoe in the awarsness about Oman
during tha past year,” she says. Of lato
has recelved immense cover
age in the London papars. There's an
artiche evory weak and people are takk-
ing about tha place at dinner pares

peopla have different app

about the place — soma will nol touch
ihe \dea; othors have beon 10 nekigh-
bouring countries and are fine with
exploring a place on the sastem most
part of ihe Middie East.  And there are
yot others who have read up about the
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and get-tog She s all praisa for
the efforts of the Ministry of Tourism
that has made this possible and is con-
tdent that a fvm beginning has been
made in tha right direction. She is atso
ploasad that the Ministry has Rajha
bint Abdulameer bin AN &1 the halm

On the back page of har brochure she
quotes. Magbool bin Al Suftan
Minsgter o Commarce and Industry,
Oman's nch culfural, histoncal and
geological backdrop, s pristing
beachas washed by the walers of the
Gulf of Oman, the Arabian Sea and the
Arabian Gull, offer an unparaiioled
canvas of polentul”

Lady Sonia plans to visit tha hotol of
the Shangri-La chain, & now hotel will
maean mone rooms lor hor cllonts to
vislt Oman. In Oman, the well-known
Zaharn Tours looks after the tador-
made requiremants of her clenta. "It is
A great sxperience 1o work with a pro-
fensional company” she says

Lady Shaw has a mathod for loliow
up. She e-mails, calls o wiites o het

lionts whan thay are back from Oman
99.9 per cont of them return mes-
mansed with the Oman holiday. the
has gone we  their
axpectations and if they have dane just
ona par of the country thay are ready
to plan the next. The truth & that the
country laaves an imprassion — thafe
is charm, divarsity. the slemant of dis
oovery and lots 1o do!™

® As a tour operator specialising on Oman, Lady
Shaw speaks out about wt enhance the
experience for visitors coming to Oman

® Few more authentic facilities

® Arrangements 10 enable
the desert

® Facilities to allow visitors to experience riding an
Arabian horse on the beach

® Good restroom facilities on the roads with cafeterias
selling dates and kahwa manned by Omanis of the
area

® Better camping sites on the Shargiya sands for up-
market visitors who may not enjoy a sleeping bag

itors to nide a camel in

Of late, Oman has received immense covernge in London papers. There's an article every week and people are tiking about the place at dinner parties and get-togethers, says Lady Sonla



